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his passion, but she addressed him in these terms: " Sultan of the universe! I love
" too well (7) this handsome face of mine to have it tormented hereafter in the fire
" of hell.    A lawful act is easy to be done and one single word suffices to distinguish
" it from an unlawful one (8)."    The sultan felt the truth of what she said and,
having sent for the kddit he got united to her in marriage.     lie died, leaving her
a widow.    His noble deeds were numerous beyond description.    It is stated by al-
Hamadani that the vizir Nizam al-Mulk gave to the boatmen who ferried the sultan
and his troops across the Jaihun a bill payable by the revenue-collector of Antioch;
so vast was the extent of the empire.    The sum for ferriage amounted to eleven
thousand pieces of gold (dindrs).    The khalif al-Mukladi billah married a daughter
of this sultan,    The ambassador sent to ask her in marriage was the shaikh Abu
Ishak as-Shirazi [wL L p. 9), the author of the Muhaddab and the Tanbih.   Being
dispatched on this mission, he proceeded to Naisapur where he found the sultan,
delivered his message and succeeded in the negociation.    " In somewhat less than
" four months," says al-Hamadani, " Abu Ishdk returned.    When at Naisapur, be
41 discussed (poinls of law] with the Imam al-Haramain (vol 1L p. 120) and, on his
" departure, the Imam came out to bid him farewell and even held his stirrup till
i( he .mounted.    The utmost respect was shewn to Abu Ish&k in Rhordsan; the
" people gathered up the dust in the footsteps of his mule and preserved it as a relic
" of great virtue/'   In the year 480 (A. D. 1087-8), the daughter of the sultan was
conducted in state to the khalif, and, on the morning of the day in which the mar-
riage was consummated, the khalif caused the sultan's troops to be brought to a ban-
quet (simdt) which he had prepared for them and in which forty thousand manm (9)
of sugar alone were consumed.   The same year, in the month of Zft '1-Kaada
(February, A, D. 1088), the princess bore the khalif a son to whom he gave the
name of Abu '1-Fadl Jaafar.    The city of Baghdad was splendidly adorned on this
occasion; it formed part of the sultan's states, the khalif having there only a no-
minal authority.   This was the second time the sultan visited Baghdad.    He en-
tered it for the third time in the beginning of the month of Shawwal, 485 (Nov.
A* D. 1092), and set off immediately on a hunting party, in the direction of the Du-
jail (10),   Having then killed aft antelope and eaten of its flesh, he was taken ill and
had to be bled;; but, as enough of blood was not drawn from him, he returned to
Baghdad very unwell and none of his officers were admitted into his presence.   He
entered the city on the 15th of Shawwil, 485 (18th Nov. A. D. 1092), and died the